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Attributes for Ten Commercial Great Northern 
Varieties in Nebraska—1993 

Jim Schild, Tony Merrigan, Karen DeBoer and Larry Peterson 
university of Nebraska Extension Agriculturalists Located at: 

Gering, NE 69341; Alliance, NE 69301; Sidney, NE 69162 and 
Grant, NE 69140 respectively 

Varieties have been developed to meet certain needs—some 
were developed for plant vigor to be planted on hillsides and 
sandy soils where canopy cover is important.  These varieties 
yield excellent under these conditions, but when planted on 
fertile level fields they develop white mold which reduces yield 
dramatically. 

Some varieties have been developed to reduce production risks 
imposed by specific disease problems like white mold.  The 
attributes for disease tolerance are ever changing because of the 
dynamics between the pathogen, the environment, and the host 
plant. The information in the disease and notes columns was 
complied with the aid of industry and university personnel. 

Information on maturity, seed size and yield were averaged 
from data taken at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, during the growing 
seasons of 1988-1992.  The following Great Northern attribute 
table was developed to assist growers in selecting a variety on a 
field by field basis in and effort to minimize production risk 
while maximizing yield. This table documents the attributes of 
ten commercial Great Northern's as best known to us at the start 
of this 1993 growing season. 

Appreciation for review of  this  table is expressed  to  the 
following industry and university personnel:     Dale Eirich, 
Trinidad Bean;  Greg Hinze,  Kelley Bean;  Harley Ross,  Jacks Bean; 
Lenny Trienen,  New Alliance Bean;  Dan Jennot,  Rogers N-K;  Dermot 
Coyne,  Dale Lindgren,   and David Nuland,  University of Nebraska; 
Jim Meyers,  University of Idaho;  and Howard Schwartz,   Colorado 
State University. 
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